PRESS RELEASE TRANSCENDENCE

PLAY CELLO MUSIC PRESENTS
TRANSCENDENCE

by Ilse De Ziah

Irish Sacred Music for Solo Cello
Performed, composed, arranged, recorded,
mixed and mastered by Ilse de Ziah

Dan Barrett: Trombone (track 6 & 8)
Recorded in East Cork, Ireland 2020
Copyright 2020 Ilse de Ziah

PRESS RELEASE

The new recording Transcendence by llse de
Ziah features rich and dark cello
performances of music inspired by religious
ILSE DE ZIAH and spiritual traditions of old Ireland.

“When I first heard the recording from 1951 of singer Kitty Gallagher, I felt the deep
connection of music with mourning. She sang Caoineadh do Leanbh Marbh (Keen for a
Dead Child) in a hotel room in Letterkenny on a bitter hard afternoon during a blizzard. I
knew I had to find a way to express the ‘caoine’ or keen on the cello. I researched into
this style of music and discovered a story of the banning and subsequent loss of the
tradition, and the heartbreak of letting loved ones go without this powerful expression of
grief. The keens are improvisations based on musical themes, and to bring this to the
cello, I needed to take my time to live with the music, grieve with it, play it at funerals,
play on a bleak hill, visit the old overgrown cemeteries, visit abandoned houses, listen to
the stories of an older generation and form a rich sacred cello vernacular.

Through research and performances for funerals and weddings I also collected hymns and
devotional songs, and the vision poem or Ajsling. I compiled a collection of deeply
emotional music that has never been arranged for the cello, and with the help of a Cork
County Council grant, I have spent the past 6 months of lockdown and loss, composing
and recording these intense pieces. The recordings are inspired by the need for a time of
grieving after so much has been lost, and for a need of authentic, sensitive and powerful
music to uplift our spirits and help carry us with vigour and hope into the future. The cello
is the perfect conduit for such music.”

Transcendence, Irish sacred music for solo cello, was
released on digital platforms 18 September 2020.

To Listen https://ilsedeziah.bandcamp.com

Spotify https://spoti.fi/3kwlLei6

Youtube channel: http://youtube.com/ilsedeziah
Official website:http://ilsedeziah.com

Twitter: http://twitter.com/ilsedeziah

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ideziah

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ilsedeziah/
CONTACT: ilse@ilsedeziah.com
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